
Professionals at the Heart of Child Care 

4th Statewide Conference for Family Child Care Providers 

Crowne-Plaza Hotel, Monroe  Twp, NJ 

Saturday, April 9, 2011 

Conference Program 
 

Schedule of Events 
 

Registration            7:45 a.m.-9:00 a.m. 

Continental Breakfast 

Vendor Exhibits 

 

General Session           9:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

Opening Remarks 

Keynote Speaker  

 -Ana I. Berdecia -  Senior Fellow/ Director of the Center for the Positive Development  

    of Urban Children at the John S. Watson Institute for Public Policy  

    of Thomas Edison State College. 

Recognition  and Special Guests 

 -Debbie Strack, Region 2 Representative, National Association for Family Child Care 

 -Nancy Thomson, President of NJACCRRA 

 -Tan Coelho, President of EAFCC 

 

Morning Session                  10:15 a.m.-12:15 a.m. 

 

Conference Luncheon                     12:15 p.m.-1:45 p.m. 

   

Vendor Exhibits 

Door Prizes 

 

Afternoon Session                       2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 

 

Vendor exhibits will open from 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
 

Sponsors 

NJ Family Child 

Care Providers 

Association 

NJ Association of 

Child Care  

Resource &  

Referral Agencies 

Educational 

Association for 

Family Child 

Care 

Family Child 

Care  

Organization  

of New Jersey 



Morning Sessions ~ 10:15 a.m.-12:15 a.m. 
 

   A1. La Conexión de Corazón a Corazón: Apoyando el Desarrollo Socio-Emocional 
     Presenter: Ana I. Berdecia, M.Ed., Senior Director, Center for Positive Development, 
   Thomas Edison State College 

 
   A2.     Incrementando la calidad de los programas de FCC  
    Presentador: Margie C. Lopez, M.Ed., and Juana Inurritegui, Education Specialist 
   Trainers, 4Cs of Passaic County 
 

   A3.    Play Power: The Importance of Play in the Life of Infants and Toddlers 
    Presenter: Pat Wallace, Project Manager, NJ First Steps     

 

   A4.    Creating Community Partnerships 

    Presenters: Michelle Barnea, RN, M.S. Ed., Child Care Partnership Coordinator, Zero 

   To Three, Early Head Start for Family Child Care Demonstration Project. 

   Jennifer Santana, Early Head Start Director at the Center of Family                   

   Resources. 

   Marge Zarkowski, Provider Services Manager, 4C’s of Passaic  

   County, Inc.   
 

   A5.    Language, Development, Literacy, and Communication 

    Presenter: Maggie Fuller, Infant/Toddler Specialist, NJ First Steps 
 

   A6.    Partnering with Families of Children with Special Needs 

    Presenter: Sandy Sheard, Sandra Sheard Consulting, LLC 
 

Afternoon Sessions ~ 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
 

   P1.    Obesidad Infantil: Factores de Riesgo y Prevención 

     Presenter: Alminda D’Agostino, MPH, CHES, Horizon NJ Health 
 

   P2.    Guiando el Comportamiento: “Disciplina vs. Castigo” 

     Presenters: Margie C. Lopez, M.Ed. and Juana Inurritegui, Education Specialist 

   Trainers, 4Cs of Passaic County 

 

   P3.    Active Play! Fun Activities for Young Children 
     Presenter: Alethia Savizon, Children’s Futures Network Coordinator, Child Care  

   Connection 

 

   P4.    Empowering Communication 

    Presenter: Laura Ulikowski, MBA, Workshop Facilitator/Training Manager,  

   NORWESCAP Child and Family Resource Services 
 

   P5.    Bonding with Books 

     Presenter Cynthia Jackson, MA, Educational Programs Coordinator, Child Care 

   Connection 
 

   P6.    Parent Issues: How to Answer Difficult Questions 

    Presenter: Dawn K. Martini and Janice A. Neiliwocki, Ronald V. McGuckin and  

   Associates 



VENDORS 
 

AFFINITY FEDERAL                                  AMWAY GLOBAL 

 

BECKERS     CARRIGAR   

 

COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS 

OF AMERICA (CWA)  LOCAL 1037  DISCOVERY TOYS                                       

 

HIGH HO SILVER                                        KAPLAN                                                                 

 

KIDCRAFTERS      LIA SOPHIA JEWELRY              

 

M.J. JEWELRY    NJ FAMILY CHILD CARE PROVIDERS ASSN.                        

                    

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR   PROFESSIONAL IMPACT NEW JERSEY    

FAMILY CHILD CARE 

 

THE CHILDREN’S TOY CONNECTION 

 
NJ Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies  

(NJACCRRA) 

Family Child Care Organization of New Jersey (FCCONJ)    

Professional Impact NJ  

Phoenix Group, Inc.                                                        

Atlantic County Women’s Center                                              

Community Coordinated Child Care of Union County                                                                                        

Programs For Parents, Inc.                                                              

Monday Morning Inc. 

MGM Computer Systems, Inc. (Thank you, Edy Heitzenroder). 

Little Busy Bodies, Inc. (Thank you, Bridget Williamson). 

Russ Berrie (Thank you Virginia Whatley). 

Scholastic, Inc. ( Thank you,  Bridget Williamson) 

 

 
Platinum Plus 

Platinum Star 

Silver Star 

Silver Star 

Bronze Star 

Bronze Star 

Bronze Star 

Bronze Star 

Bronze Star 

Boogie Wipes 

Giftware—16 Boxes 

Clifford Magazines 

Thank you to the following for your generous donations! 
 

                          AGENCY                                                  DONATIONS 

_________________________________________________________

Special thanks to the following for their efforts to make this a successful event. 

 

 Adriana Machado & Virginia Whatley -Spanish inserts for the registration        

brochure 

 Beckers - Providing the conference folders 

 Dynamic Multilingual Services, Inc. –Services of Simultaneous interpreting in 

Spanish  

 Jivan Coelho—Donation of the conference bags 

 Julie Payne (NJFCCPA of Somerset County) -Donation of the table decorations 

 NJFCCPA - Executive Board Members - Patricia Bonilla, Lisa Brunell, Roselle 

Coye, Debbie DePinho, Michele Gregorio, Edy Heitzenroder, Michelle Melgarejo, 

Julie Payne, Diane Simpson, Jackie Schmitt, Bridget Williamson 



It shows that we care! 

Thank you to the following for your door prize 

contribution! 

Committee Members 
 

 Tan Coelho - President of  EAFCC  

 Nancy Thomson - President of NJACCRRA  

 Sue Williamson - Executive Director, Monday Morning, Inc. 

 Virginia  Whatley – Provider Services Manager, CCCC of Union County 

 Odessa Davis - Director, Professional Standards and Articulation, Professional 

Impact NJ 

 Melanie Viscelli - Budget Chair Person for the Conference 

 Terri Knoblock - Program Director, Community Child Care Solutions 

 Michele Gregorio - Administrative Assistant, Child Care Connection;     

Communications Coordinator and Technology Chair, NJFCCPA. 

 Anjevon Smith - Family Child Care Network Coordinator, Child Care   

Connection 

 Lois  Carter - FCC Manager/Trainer, Urban League of Hudson County 

 Linda Petruncio -Early Childhood Specialist CC Dept. Children’s Services, 

Camden 

Professionals at the Heart of Child Care 

Thank you for supporting today’s event! 

 Atlantic County Women's Center 

 Bergen County Office for Children 

 Burlington County Community Action Program 

 Child Care Connection, Mercer County 

 Child Care Resources, Monmouth County 

 Child and Family Resources, Morris County 

 The Children’s Home Society of NJ, Ocean 

County 

 Community Child Care Solution 

 Community Coordinated Child Care, Union 

County 

 Davis Family Associates 

 Department of Children’s Services, Camden 

County 

 Keith Jackson, Quality Care R&RS 

 Margie Kerwien,  Morris County 

 Monday Morning Inc. 

 NJFCCPA Chapters of Middlesex,       

Monmouth, Somerset, Sussex, Union, and 

Warren Counties.  

 North Jersey 4C’s, Passaic County 

 NORWESCAP Child and Family Re-

sources 

 Programs for Parents, Essex County 

 Quality Care R&RS 

 The Women’s Center/ Child Care Network 

 Urban League of Hudson County 

 To All the Vendors 


