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N;tlonal Association for Family Child Care

Your Home. Your Profession. Our Commutment.,
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The New Jersey Family Child Care
Providers' Association (NJFCCPA) was
founded in September of 1988 by Debra
Cundiff and Lou Warren Nicholson-
Groomes, both Family Child Care
Providers at the time. Their goal of
enhancing quality child care was their
main objective. Other goals included:
fostering a professional attitude among
family child care providers; bringing
providers to the front line of advocacy;
developing county chapters throughout
the state; providing educational training
to meet the needs of providers; and
supporting equitable income. Over the
years, these benefits have helped
providers improve the quality of their
family child care programs.

The New Jersey Family Child Care
Providers' Association continues to grow
and change in order to meet ever
changing family needs. Today, the New
Jersey Family Child Care Providers'
Association (NJFCCPA) is a unified
organization of child care professionals
working for the betterment of child care
related issues, dedicated to the overall
support of family child care. We provide
a variety of services, educational
development, and advocacy for family
child care providers and the families they
serve. Today we endeavor: to foster a
professional attitude among family child
care providers, the families they serve
and the public at large; to provide
support services, educational
development, information
dissemination, and ongoing programs
related to the FCC profession; and to
support equitable income, which include
optional access to group rate personal
benefits.
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Affiliate

Membership Benefits Include: statewide
conferences and regional mini
conferences; education and professional
development workshops; networking
opportunities; technical Assistance with
daily operating business issues;
membership eligibility in Affinity Federal
Credit Union; "The Provider" Newsletter;
State-level Advocacy for Family Child
Care; and a professional web site
presence with member advertising on
our site.

A mark of excellence we offer is the Gold
Star Provider Program, to recognize
providers who are CPR and First Aid
Certified and who have earned training
hours above and beyond the minimum
NJ training requirements. These
providers receive a special membership
certificate and recognition on our web
site. This additional credential, earned
each membership year, is a benefit to
their business, signifying to current and
potential clients their commitment to a
higher level of child care.

We created a web site under the
guidance of two-term Past President
Tina Foley, our first Technology Chair.
We maintain the web site with timely
information for providers, parents, and
the community. Members can have
their program highlighted in a one page
spread, and we offer help in composing
their page, with the caveat “advertising
on the NJFCCPA website does not
constitute an endorsement or referral by
the NJFCCPA of any individual

programs.” Visit www.njfccpa.org to
learn more.

Affiliate Spotlight
New Jersey Family Child Care Providers’ Association

Over the years, we have issued
newspaper press releases to raise public
awareness about the invaluable work
done by family child care providers. We
co-sponsored the large, May 6, 2005,
statewide Provider Appreciation Day
Celebration at PNC Bank Arts Center,
where child care providers across the
state were honored. We continue to
support Provider Appreciation Day each
year. Provider Appreciation Day was
started in 1996 by Suzanne Williamson
and a group of New Jersey volunteers

NJFCCPA Board Members, Tanveer Coelho, Past
President NJFCCPA & State Presidents' Council Delegate
NAFCC, Linda Geigle, Executive Director, NAFCC, and
Dr. Calvin Moore, President, NAFCC.

fOne of the biggest and brightest steps
we took was partnering with many
like-minded organizations for an
affordable family chi
Tan Coelho
NJFCCPA, Past President
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who saw the need to recognize
the tireless efforts of providers
who care for children of working
parents. Provider Appreciation
Day is appropriately celebrated
each year on the Friday before
a2liKSNRa 5@
support for this event has grown
each year, recognition presently
includes individuals and
government organizations
throughout the United States.
www.ProviderAppreciationDay.org

In December of that same year,
then President Tan Coelho
extended a Partnership
Commitment to all twenty-one
Resource & Referral Agencies in
New Jersey. After all, we share the
same goals: to raise the quality of
child care in New Jersey and
increase professionalism among all
providers. These agencies were all
NB O2 3y A icettiRcatas af (i K
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honorable mention in our
newsletter, The Provider. All 21
Counties signed the Partnership
Agreement, and we hope our
partnership will stay strong.
NJFCCPA has written letters of
support for Child Care Resource &
Referral Agencies and we strive to
work together, posting contact
information and links to their
offices on our web site.
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Over the years we continued to
represent family child care at the
state level through participation in
these committees and
organizations:

A Child Care Advisory
Council;

A Legislative Government
Action Committee;

A Family Child Care
Organization of NJ;

A Public Advisory Board of

Professional Impact NJ

o

(formerly the Professional

Development Center for

Early Care and Education);
A New Jersey Association

for the Education of

agYSyi dz(guné'cb{‘ilgi‘en;

A ASAP Initiative (A
Scholarship Accrediting
Providers);

A Participated, by invitation,

in creating a Survey
Questionnaire used as a
Data Collection tool for a
NB LJ2 NIi
Family Child Care in New
WSNBRS&3>é¢ LJdzo f
CWLA.

In 2005, Tina Foley, our two-term

Past President and first Technology

Chairperson, was unanimously

elected Chair of the Child Care

N§|Q§ A@ S Rhis was a great

honor. The Child Care Advisory

Council consists of representatives

from all entities dealing with child

care; such as the Division of Family

Development (DFD), Department

of Education (DOE), Department of

Health and Senior Services,

Professional Development Center,

Legislative-Government Action

Committee, and Office of

Licensing, to name a few, and meet

every month to stay updated on
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care and education, and
coordinate their efforts. All the

while, Tina continued to maintain

high standards at her NAFCC
Accredited Family Child Care

Program. Tina, a recognized
Educational Consultant, has

facilitated much training, including
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Preparedness and Safety in the
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developed and presented with
insurance expert Bob Mazey, of
Mazey, Reed and Brey. Tina
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continues to be a force for

excellence in child care, now at
I TGK2t A0
resource and referral agencies, and
as an Educational Consultant.

In 2006, activities in New Jersey
were moving and shaking once
again with newspaper Trenton
Times headlines that read:
aDhx9wbhw / hw%Lb9
EXECUTIVE ORDER RECOGNIZING
CCWU AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF
HOME-BASED FAMILY CHILD CARE
t wh = L 5(@hid LadedVorkers
Union (CCWU), a partnership
between CWA and AFSCME).
a{aras 27
We at NJFCCPA strive to work
together with the Unions to

A &R0 the iality of life for the

family child care provider. We
believe better conditions create an
atmosphere of well being, which in
turn improve the quality of care for
all children in New Jersey.

Another of our former Board
Members to make great strides is
Terri Knoblock, who started out as
a family child care provider, served
as Vice President of NJFCCPA, and
moved on to become President of
the Family Child Care Organization
of NJ, the organization
representing the Child Care
Resource & Referral agencies of all
twenty-one counties in NJ. Terri is
Program Manager at Community
fhildgareSolugions, aStatR
Licensing and Resource & Referral
Agency for Middlesex County. She
won an award from NAFCC for
diligence in her work with family
child care providers.

Another example of excellence for
future NJFCCPA members is Lou

y YarrgmEHamgssep-dunder of

NJFCCPA, whose vision yesterday is
NBIFfAGe D {
Masters Degree in Early Childhood
Education, is Owner of Caring for
Children, Inc. and

Primary/Secondary Education
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Consultant; a renowned Trainer in
the field of Child Care, and leads
0KS
continues to be our guide and
mentor and has helped some of
our Board members create training
modules for providers.

Another fine example of excellence
can be found in Past President Tan
Coelho. Tan was a member of the
Child Care Advisory Council and
attended meetings to represent
NJFCCPA, while maintaining high
standards at her own NAFCC
Accredited Family Child Care
Program. Besides serving as
NJFCCPA President for two terms,
Tan Coelho was appointed to the
LRaAAGAZY 2F {04
Council Delegate by NAFCC, a
L2airdAizy akKsS Kl
inception for the past seven years.
In this position, she acts as liaison,
sharing information and
experiences between all 50 Family
Child Care State Association
Presidents. In this capacity, Tan
organizes Leadership Training for
State Association Presidents, at a
pre-conference session at NAFCC
Conferences. She represents
NJFCCPA as well at these National
Conferences. In 2005, Tan won the
first award ever presented by the
NJ Professional Development
Center for Early Care and
Education, which is awarded to a
ac//
dedication and determination in
advancing her professional
RSOPSt 2LIYSy i dé
Julie Payne, is also a NJFCCPA
Executive Board member. Tan
initiated and supported the
creation of an ad hoc committee of
the NJ Child Care Advisory Council,
to examine the feasibility of
Expanded Family Child Care in NJ.
This Bill would allow FCC providers
to care for approximately 10
children (under NJ legislative
review in Committee).
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took was partnering with many
like-minded organizations for an
affordable family child care
conference. We joined with
Professional Impact NJ, NJACCRA
(New Jersey Association of Child
Care Referral Agencies), FCCON)J
(Family Child Care Organization of
bWoX YR bWC//t! Qa
association, the EAFCC,
(Educational Association for Family
I KAt R /I NBO ®¢

The first year of our collaboration
ONRdAZAKG F2NIK HAApT
Gt N2FSaarzytrta I
P NRBARSYFERS Yy OS s
promote professionalism in the
feld Bf FG& thridughXrairding shd2
networking opportunities, and
provide a forum to support and
share quality child care practices.
Our keynote speaker, NAFCC Board
Member Jeff Johnson, was really
amazed to see how so many
groups had pooled their resources
together. He carried our
conference catalog with him, to
other state conferences, as an
example of how a successful
partnership and outreach effort
could be brought forth to benefit
so many Providers, highlighting
New Jersey as an exemplary state
with unique bonds and
pakrer¥hipl. Wehwill o hands
once again with many of the same
organizations to offer the April 9,
HINRDGY B 428~ c/ /
the Heart of Child Care
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Melanie Viscelli, past Conference
dzR3ISG / KIF ANE &l
pleasure to work with Tan in
various capacities over many years.
Tan is a dedicated, results oriented
leader and team member. As Chair
of two successful statewide
professional development
conferences she excelled in her
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together diverse team members
into a cohesive unit. As a
representative to the New Jersey
Family Child Care Organization Tan
was a visionary advocate, and
brought a unique perspective and
focus to the organization as a
6K2tS oWl ydz NBX
pleased to continue to have Tan on
oud Exedutive Bodrd as Past
President, and her ongoing
guidance is invaluable to all FCC
Providers.
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Another outstanding member of
OJBCCPA is Suzanne Williamson,
fecer8 Past Basigermit of NAFCC,/ K A f R
and ditNuvery ackive NABCE 5 (1 2
Executive Board Member. Sue is
Executive Director of Monday

Morning, Inc., a professional child

care management service based in
Central New Jersey that offers

child care to working parents

through a network of over 100

family child care providers. She is

part of the Distance Learning

Adjunct Faculty at Pacific Oaks

College, in Pasadena, CA; and has

over 25 years experience as a

national advocate in the child care
field. Sue brings extensive

experience in both business and
social/academic aspects of the

field of early care and education,

with specialties in family child care.

She is a recognized author and
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include the Aletha Wright Award

2

Education, NJ, CCAC and Helen
Dooley Edwards Award, Summit
BPW.
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continue to be a vibrant part of

Family Child Care at the National

level

All these are classic examples of
NJFCCPA members growing into
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dedicated leaders, committed to
family child care. We welcome
participation from members and
encourage them to get involved
with our Board so that we can
grow more leaders. In 2009,
Michele Gregorio was asked to
serve as Communications
Coordinator and assumed the role
of Technology Chair. In her
capacity as Communications
Coordinator, she emails members
timely information, such as recent
amendments to the State Manual
of Requirements for FCC, HIN1
Virus precautions, disaster
preparedness, and other items of
importance to FCC Providers. We
use email to keep our members
up-to-date and immediately
informed of issues impacting their
program. We have a Facebook
L3S I yR aAOKSt S¢
current with new communication
avenues while maintaining high
standards in written and electronic
media; all in an effort to present
FCC Providers in the best possible
light. Michele Gregorio has been a
member of NJFCCPA since 1996,
served as Monmouth County
Representative since 2000, is a
very active Executive Board
member, and recently joined Child
Care Connection in Trenton,
MerceNJ / 2 dzy i@ Q&
Referral Agency.
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Tan Coelho said, in her final
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feather in our cap is becoming an
affiliate of NAFCC. To be part of the
national association of family
childcare providers is to strengthen
our position both state-wise and
nationally. You now have a chance
to be a member of NAFCC which is
doing wonderful advocacy on our
behalf. At their conferences, you
meet providers from all over the
country. Every time [ attend, it’s an
eye opener. .....These two terms
have been hard work that I've

enjoyed. | love what | do and | give

my best to all my efforts. I've
spoken many times before about
the joys of leadership —and I’ll say
it again. When you become a
leader in one part of your life, it
transfers to all parts of your life.
When you take up a cause and give
your best effort to it, it gives back
to you. Leadership is not just
about leading — it’s about giving
and sharing. Very often, we don’t
know what we’re capable of, but
others around us recognize our
potential. This is what happened
when Tina [Foley] nominated me
for President for the first time. |
am sure this is what will happen for
Michelle Melgarejo whom | have
nominated for president of
NJFCCPA. I have full confidence in
her. Thank you for listening, for
helping, for working together.”
321t Aa G2
In January 2010, we were pleased
to recognize the appointment of
President Michelle S. Melgarejo to
the newly established NJ Council
for Young Children.
Former Governor Jon S. Corzine
signed an Executive Order
establishing the New Jersey
Council for Young Children to
ensure collaboration and
coordination among early
childhood programs in the State
2 daNIBbSnairgtain compliance with
federal guidelines. Michelle serves
on the Executive Committee. Past
President Tina Foley was another
3 Sphointee. NJFCCPA members
continue to lead and advocate for
family child care.

Our continuing goal is to advocate
and represent family child care,
and to partner with like-minded
organizations in NJ for the
betterment of FCC providers. We
will continue to work with the
Family Child Care Organization of
NJ (FCCONJ); NJACCRA, New
WSNERSeQa ySisg2N]
Resource and Referral Agencies
(CCR&Rs); NJ Professional
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Development Center for Early Care
and Education/Professional
Impact; and EAFCC, the
Educational Association for Family
Child Care. NJFCCPA has strong
ties and affiliation with NAFCC and
we will continue to grow and
prosper under their expert support
and guidance.

We have learned we are better
together!

Michelle S. Melgarejo, Tonya Coston, ALice D Rose, Barbara
Reisman, former Gov. Jon Corzine, Justine M Foley, Gerard

Costa.

NJFCCPA IS THE ONLY ST
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIAT]
FOR
FAMILY CHILD CARE
PROVIDERS IN NEW JERSY

Members have the opportunity
to network, share ideas
participate in professional
development opportunitiesand
stay informed about legislation
that affects our business,
and be part of a strong,
supportive association

Visit our website:
www.njfccpa.org

THE LARGER OUR NUMBER, T
STRONGER OUR VOICE!
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Keynote Speaker, Peter Stewart, Sue Williamson and Tan Coelho

Nancy Thomson, Tanveer Coelho, Melanie Viscelli.

Compiled and submitted by Michele Gregorio,
Communications Coordinator & Technology Chair,

New Jersey Family Child Care Providers’ Association Roselle Coye, NJFCCPA Vice President
November 10, 2010
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